
 

"Are you straight outta Compton? There are no 
detours? There is nothing between Compton and 
here? You didn't have a layover in Des Moines?” "
A peace of mind / That's what the white man wanted 
when I rhymed / Telling me that he selling me for 
$10.99 / If I go platinum from rapping, I'll do the 
company fine.

Do you ever try to understand why 
people like me cannot get over the 
past, cannot forgive and cannot 
forget? There is the Barclay’s Bank. 
The Barclay brothers are dead. The 
human beings they traded, the human 
beings who to them were only 
commodities, are dead… So do you 
see the queer thing about people like 
me? Sometimes we hold your 
retribution. 
Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place
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Paper is often the most powerful mobile media — see how we map with 
cell phones, print to paper, and re-circulate online! [Ride South LA]

Use of unusual spaces to generate conversations about the political 
economy/ecology of place. [Temporary Travel Office]

Teaching Mediation and conflict resolution to young people as tools of 
empowerment in their personal and public lives. [South Mountain Co-op]

[From 2013 guidebook] The US 
Census and other mainstream data 
sources fail to analyze domestic 
work trends because the industry is 
often informal and in private homes. 
To fill this data gap, domestic 
workers organized and formed an 
alliance. They approached 
DataCenter to collaboratively 
produce the first ever report on 
practices and issues within the 
domestic worker industry.* Using a 
participatory and community-based 
research model, the project 
engaged domestic workers in all 
aspects of the research process. 
Workers and allies conducted 2,086 
surveys, in nine languages, and in 
14 cities. Domestic workers were 
surveyed at meetings, social 
gatherings, in playgrounds and 
parks, on the subway and commuter 
trains, and various other locations 
where they could be found.… In 
2010, after a six-year campaign, 
New York became the first state to 
ensure basic labor protections for 
workers, affecting the state’s 
200,000+ domestic workers. 
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  ‘Ella: 
  I’m wild again, beguiled again 
  A simpering, whimpering child again 
  Bewitched, bothered and bewildered — am I 
  Wild can be fun. Beguiled?  "

‘The jury is still out on that one. The lyrics raise the question for 
me about what I perceive and suspect (in some instances) is a 
blind love associated with Creative Placemaking practices. How do 
we understand and talk about Creative Placemaking? Is it the 
narrative of potentiality and its bewitchment that is bought, sold, 
and traded upon in management practices, or its engagement with 
spatial justice: the empowerment of talent, of community? "
‘One needs to reflect upon US history and its troubling legacy of 
“placemaking” manifested in acts of displacement, removal, and 
containment. This history is long and horrible, from the forced 
movement of American Indians from their lands and their 
confinement to reservations, the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, 
the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II, to the 
urban redevelopment movement of the 1960s and 1970s that 
destroyed working poor and ethnic neighborhoods across 
American cities using the language of blight alongside bulldozers. 
How is Creative Placemaking different or complicit with these 
actions?’ "
Roberto Bedoya, “Placemaking and the Politics of Belonging and Disbelonging,” GIA Reader 

“A final external factor I want to highlight 
concerns digital infrastructure and 
specifically access and adoption of high-
speed broadband. According to Digital 
Road Map, 99% of New Yorkers have 
residential access to high speed 
broadband, 300,000 more low income 
residents had access to broadband in 
2013 than in 2011, there are fifty parks 
with free Wifi, and the city has served 
4,000 resident living in public housing 
through its digital van initiative…. 
According to NYC Open Data maps, there 
are very few public Wifi spots available in 
East Harlem, including McDonald’s 
restaurants and the local libraries.” "
Edwin Mayorga, “Toward Digital, Critical, 
Participatory Action Research: Lessons,” The 
Journal of Interactive Technology and Pedagogy 

“How can new 
media technologies 
contribute to 
movement 
building? What is 
the role of narrative 
filmmaking in 
imagining a 
different world? 
How do adults 
support youth 
leadership in social 
justice work?”

MIT CoLab, People, 
Planning, and the Story: An 
Applied Media Workshop, 
“You and me, jargon-free.” 
Purpose: learn alternatives 
to using jargon words; 
practice storytelling; learn 
to use audio recorder; 
learn to compose blog 
post. Method: The class 
will see a list of city 
planning jargon words, 
such as “stakeholder” and 
“urban fabric”. First we will 
identify what the words 
have in common, then 
we’ll add more jargon 
words from our various 
work experiences. Each 
student will be assigned 
one jargon word, and then 
make up a story that 
embodies that word 
without ever using the 
word in the story. The rest 
of the class will then guess 
which jargon word the 
student was assigned. In 
the weeks following the 
course, each story will 
become one blog post in a 
new “Jargon Tuesdays” 
series.
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