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Student Community Action Tours, or SCAT, 
is a platform for students to investigate 
and retell the life and history of the 
community around them. In a series of 
workshops, students interview local 
residents, analyze maps and documents, 
and play interactive games. At the end of 
the workshops, they lead walking tours 
based on what they’ve learned. 
"
Through SCAT, students:  

▪ rethink history by combining personal 
narrative with community history  
▪ retake ownership of community space 
▪develop shared consciousness through 

group-based tour-design, 
intergenerational research, and theater 
of the oppressed  

"
SCAT workshops can be run in 
collaboration with: 

▪schools 
▪community groups 
"
Each course is developed on a site-by-site 
basis. SCAT runs semester-long courses, 
briefer, one-month courses, and one-time 
workshops for teachers and students. 

 Collaborators

Interested in running a course, hosting a workshop, or learning more?  
Contact Director James Cersonsky at 267-607-9118 or 

StudentCommunityActionTours@gmail.com.
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"
“I thought it was very 
challenging, having 
your group talk 
about Chinatown 
history while other 
citizens are walking 
around. At the same 
time, I thought it was 
very fun interacting 
with each other and 
having people know 
that Chinatown isn't 
just a place where 
people come to hang 
out and buy stuff, 
but it’s a historical 
place with people 
who lived back then 
and make Chinatown 
today.” 

Jay, 8th grader, 
Asian-Americans 
United 

Power-mapping "
For historical events (e.g., the boycott of Brooklyn’s 
Eastern District HS in 1992), students chart the power 
and position of those involved. Who holds the power? 
What kinds of power? How might different groups of 
people be affected? 

Oral history "
Students interview community members and activists! 
In prep, they interview each other and reflect on the 
importance of social history.  

Photo scavenger hunts "
Students investigate the neighborhood by taking 
pictures of it. At the beginning of the course, they find 
things like “a place of healing” and “someone doing 
non-manual labor.” Later, in prep for their tours, they 
pick out places that connect with broader topics or 
issues—for example, “voting rights” could be 
represented by a church or community center. 

Critical map analysis "
Students look at maps of the neighborhood and city 
and are asked to reflect on what they see: What do the 
maps show? What do they not show? For whom have 
they been made? For maps showing demographic 
changes, what has changed and why? 
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“I liked working on 
the tours. My 
favorite part was the 
town planning 
activity. We had to 
map out a fake town 
and then Mr. James 
put a bridge in the 
middle of our papers 
and we had to 
restructure our town. 
Giving the tours was 
fun and educational.”  

“I learned about the 
neighborhood my 
school is in. I never 
knew some of the 
stuff before. I liked 
being a tour guide. I 
felt like a boss.”  

10th graders, 
Parkway Northwest 
HS for Peace & Social 
Justice

Documents and stories "
After defining group interests, students select and 
analyze speeches, firsthand stories, and secondary 
sources. In “lie detector,” students pick out falsehoods 
that the facilitator has intentionally inserted. After the 
lies are revealed, students are asked: What else is 
missing or biased in these documents?  

Theater of the oppressed "
In the “boundary game,” students embody 
gentrification from both sides. Students are split into 
two teams separated by a boundary in the middle of 
the room. Each half is given a “rule” (e.g., walk around 
in figure eights). Over the course of the game, the 
boundary moves toward one side of the room, pushing 
back anyone who can’t adapt to the other side’s rule. In 
“Whose Space?” students work in groups to design 
maps of fictional neighborhoods made up of personally 
important and favorite places. Meanwhile, the 
facilitator, acting as an urban planner, marks them up 
with new, unwanted developments. Students speak out 
about the changes and strategize about how to prevent 
them from happening.  

Story circles "
In groups, students reflect on their experiences, visions, 
and roles as agents of community change. In a story 
circle, each participant gets an equal opportunity to 
speak and active listening is encouraged. 
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Johnson House Historic 
Site, Germantown ""
In November-December 2012, five 
upperclassmen from Germantown High 
School participated in a ten-hour SCAT course 
at the Johnson House Underground Railroad 
site. Their tour focused on the history of civil 
rights struggle in Germantown, from 
abolitionism to the black power movement to 
the fight to save Germantown High from 
closing. Students looked at demographic 
shifts in the context of blockbusting and 
redlining, read and discussed parts of Up 
South: Civil Rights and Black Power in 
Philadelphia, and interviewed two activists 
profiled in the book. 

The HS for Enterprise, 
Business & Technology, 
Williamsburg ""
In Spring 2014, SCAT collaborated with the 
National Congress of Neighborhood Women 
on a special course at the High School for 
Enterprise, Business & Technology in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn, supported by a city 
grant. Ten freshmen and sophomores spent 
the semester reflecting on community 
leadership, interviewing neighborhood 
activists, and researching stories of working 
class feminism and resistance to gentrification 
in Brooklyn. At the end of the course, students 
led the “Williamsburg Activism Walking Tour.” 
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Asian Americans United, 
Chinatown ""
In July 2012, SCAT partnered with AAU’s Paths 
to Leadership summer program for a month-
long workshop. At the end, a group of 12 high 
school students led their younger 
counterparts on tours of Chinatown. These 
tours focused on life in the neighborhood and 
the history of neighborhood resistance to the 
city’s incursions on the land. In prep, students 
performed a range of research: interviewing 
neighborhood activists (young and old, 
including AAU staffers), power-mapping 
recent events, and playing interactive games.  

Parkway NW HS for Peace 
& Social Justice, Mt. Airy ""
For the fall 2012 semester, SCAT spent two 
days a week working with students from two 
core courses at the Parkway Northwest 
magnet school: “Multicultural Ethics” (25 
freshmen) and “Social and Community 
Leadership” (25 sophomores). Because most 
Parkway students are not from Mt. Airy and 
the neighborhood is relatively spread out, the 
students’ tours focused more on themes than 
events: racial justice, food justice, gay rights, 
and voting rights. Students interviewed local 
activists, analyzed documents and maps, and 
played a variety of games. Most activities were 
performed in break-out groups or teams.  
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"
Interested in running a course, hosting a 
workshop, using SCAT activities in your space, or 
just learning more?  
"
You could be… 
"

an educator interested in community-centered, 
project-based learning 

"
a student or youth group looking to do theater of 
the oppressed, participatory action research, or 
neighborhood leadership development 

"
a community group looking to strengthen 
intergenerational ties 

"
an arts center, oral history project, or historic site 
looking to build youth programming 

"
Contact Director James Cersonsky at 267-607-9118 
or StudentCommunityActionTours@gmail.com.


